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Parental gender attitudes associated with Japanese
> Support Kavii IPMU reduced university participation

October 17, 2019
Kavli Institute for the Physics and Mathematics of the Universe (Kavli IPMU)
> Communications
» For Visitors A group of University of Tokyo researchers and their colleagues suggest that stereotypical gender role
attitudes and negative images of STEM fields of Japanese parents may be associated with girls’ reduced
university participation. Providing more information to parents about potential career paths in certain
fields after university may be one way to overcome this hurdle.

In Japan, women's participation

Pharmacy I ——
in STEM (Science, Technology, Informaton sciencet I 1
L e

Engineering and Mathematics) Biotogy! I 1
o 1
fields remains lower than in the — 0 1
s o m— 1
west. Japan ranked 110 out of et E—— .
st e 1
149 countries on a 2018 e — -
gender-gap survey, —— -
nese w ‘ 1
undesscormg lapanese;women's Animal husbandry! I S— =
limited participation in the Civic engineering? IR u
Nuclear engineenngt IEEES— -

economy and government. 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

However, despite multiple 5 Strongly agree *4 Agree * 3 Nelther agree or disagree 2 Disagree *1 Strongly disagree

Parental agreement with girls’ choosing to study in each field. Parents
were asked to respond about in general, not about their own
daughter in particular. (Credit: Kavli IPMU)

government and industry
initiatives, encouraging greater
participation across society is
challenging in a country where gender role divisions are deeply entrenched.

It is known that parents have significant influence on their children’s choice of university field and career.
As part of a larger research project looking at why so few women in Japan choose STEM fields at
university, a group led by Professor Hiromi Yokoyama at the Kavli Institute for the Physics and
Mathematics of the Universe looked at parental influence on girls’ choice of university subject.
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