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Strategic International Collaborative Research Program (SICORP)
Japan—United Kingdom Joint Research Program
Executive Summary of Final Report

1. Project title : Assessing cross-cultural difference and similarities of influences to
adolescents in the COVID-19 pandemic: a mixed-method analysis |
2. Research period : May 2021 ~ March 2023

3. Main participants :

Japan-side
Name Title Affiliation Role in the research
project
Pl MORISAKI Chief National Center for Child | Lead, Design and
Naho Researcher Health and Development | Conduct Survey
Co-PI YAMAOKA Assistant Tokyo Medical and Analysis
Y ui Professor Dental University
Co-PI SAMPEI Associate Nippon Sport Science Analysis
Makiko Professor University
Collaborator | HANGAI Researcher | National Center for Design and Conduct
Mayumi Child Health and Survey, Analysis
Development
Collaborator | YAMAGUCHI | Physician National Center for Analysis
Arisa Child Health and
Development
Collaborator | SAWADA Researcher | National Center for Analysis
Naomi Child Health and
Development
Total number of participants throughout the research period: 21
Partner-side
Name Title Affiliation Role in the
research project
PI Polly Waite Senior Clinical University of Oxford Lead
Research
Psychologist
Co-PI Simona Skripk | Postdoctoral Res | University of Oxford Joint Analysis wi
auskaite earcher th Japan using
UK data
Co-PI Cathy Creswel | Professor University of Oxford Design and Con
I duct Survey

Total number of participants throughout the research period: 3

4. Summary of the international joint research
In this study, mail and online surveys that had been conducted in Japan since FY2020 were
continued in FY2021 to determine the socio-psychological status of children's lives, educational
opportunities, and quality of life, and their risk and protective factors; to identify the needs of
children and their families; and to make multinational comparisons where possible using
longitudinal survey data (Co-SPACE Study) that has been on-going in the UK since FY2020.
Based on these results, we also prepared materials that would lead to a support framework
for children influenced by the pandemic, as well as disseminated such results in hope to lead to
social intervention.

5. Outcomes of the international joint research
5-1 Scientific outputs and implemented activities of the joint research

- Surveys

The online survey "Corona x Codomo" 6th wave and 7th wave were conducted in September and
December 2021. The national mailed survey was conducted in December 2020. Summaries of

these surveys have been published on our website.
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https://www.ncchd.go.jp/center/activity/covid19 kodomo/report/
A press release was issued to report that the ability of elementary and junior high school students
to seek help strongly correlates with their level of depression, and a document "When you notice
your child's SOS" was created and published, which provides tips on how to recognize your child's
SOS and what to do after noticing it.

-Publications

A word network (word association chart) was created from the open-ended responses to the
"Corona x CODOMO wave 3," showing that while the children were uncomfortable and afraid of
COVID-19, when asked about their action plan, "I" took the initiative to talk to others, and at the
same time, they wanted someone listening to them. In addition, parents' psychological distress
and poor economic situation increased the frequency of "l don't know" used in wording their action
plans

(Ohno et al., Nihon Koshu Eisei Zasshi. 2023 Mar 2;70(2):135-148)

Based on a report on differences in the psychological status of children in the U.K. depending on
their social background (Creswell et al., Lancet Child & Adolescent Health. Volume 5, Issue 8,
535 - 537), we examined differences in the psychological status of children in Japan depending
on their social background.

(Goto et al. Child Adolesc Psychiatry Ment Health. 2022 Nov 23;16(1):89.)

5-2 Synergistic effects of the joint research

Research progress meetings were regularly held online to exchange information of the
pandemic, issues of concern regarding its impact on children's lives, as well as survey plans
and its findings. Results of the study in the U.K. were translated into Japanese and made
publicly available to a wide range of people other than related researchers.

5-3 Scientific, industrial or societal impacts/effects of the outputs

The reports prepared and published as a result of this research have had a significant
social impact, with a total of more than 500 media articles covering the research in FY2021-
2022.

In addition, the findings on "Children’s Views on COVID Vaccination" derived from the
Corona X CORONA 6th wave report was presented at the 28th Meeting of the Subcommittee
on Immunization and Vaccines of the Health Sciences Council, and served as the basic data
for determining the vaccination policy for children aged 5-11 years.

The researchers received more than 20 requests to give lectures in FY 2021-2022, mainly
to school health officials and medical personnel. To disseminate the results more widely, a
video of the lectures was created.
BEHEE oo F LI AEX B F LD I A (D) L LY = ADHEN D —]
As of May 2023, this video has been viewed over 700 times.
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